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Col. Thomas L. Smith to Succeed Maj. Gen. Robert H. Mills as 
Head of Army Dental Corps on March 17 


Col. Thomas L. Smith will succeed 
Maj. Gen. Robert H. Mills as assistant 
to the Surgeon General and chief of the 
Army Dental Corps on March 17 when 
General Mills retires after having com- 
pleted thirty-seven years of active duty. 
Colonel Smith will become a brigadier 
general when he assumes his new post. 

Smith—Colonel Smith was born in 
Alabama on May 13, 1891. He received 
his dental degree from Atlanta-Southern 
Dental College, now the dental school of 
Emory University, in 1916. In that year, 
he was appointed a dental surgeon in the 
U.S. Army and, in 1917, was promoted 
to the rank of major. In 1936, he became 
a lieutenant colonel and on June 26, 
1941, attained the rank of full colonel. 

Colonel Smith’s service includes the 
assignments of Senior Dental Representa- 
tive, Medical Field Service School, Car- 
lisle Barracks, Pa.; Camp Dental Sur- 
geon, Camp Shelby, Miss.; Army Dental 


Surgeon, Second Army; and Theater 
Dental Surgeon, European Theater of 
Operations. Other station assignments 
were Lawson General Hospital, Atlanta; 
Fort Benning, Ga.; Jefferson Barracks, 
St. Louis; the Canal Zone, and the 
Philippine Islands. 

Colonel Smith was recently awarded 
the Legion of Merit for his outstanding 
service as Theater Dental Surgeon of the 
European Theater of Operations. 

Mills.—General Mills, the first dentist 
to reach the rank of major general, was 
born in Decatur County, Ga., July 29, 
1883. He entered Atlanta-Southern Den- 
tal College in 1904 and, after com- 
pleting two years of study, entered the 
University of Maryland dental school 
from which he was graduated in 1907. 
He entered the Army as a contract dental 
surgeon in 1909. He was commissioned 
as a dental surgeon in 1911, a captain 
in 1917 and a lieutenant colonel later in 
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Col. Thomas L. Smith, newly appointed 
head of the Army Dental Corps. 


the same year. In 1935, he was promoted 
to the rank of full colonel and in March, 
1942, became a brigadier general. On 
September 17, 1943, General Mills be- 
came a major general, the highest army 
rank ever achieved by a dentist. 

His services include duty in France 
with the American Expeditionary Forces, 
two tours of duty in the Philippine De- 
partment, assignment to the faculty of 
Northwestern University Dental School 
for R.O.T.C. duty and a four-year assign- 
ment as Director of the Army Dental 
School at Washington. 

General Mills served throughout the 
war as director of the Dental Division, 
Office of the Surgeon General, and di- 
rected the operations of the largest group 
of dentists ever assembled for army duty 
in this country. For these outstanding 
services, General Mills was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Medal on October 


15, 1945- 


ASSOCIATION AFFAIRS 


Report on February Meeting 
of A.D.A. Board of Trustees 


The first 1946 session of the Board of 
Trustees, meeting for the first time under 
a new set of rules of procedure, was 
called to order by President Walter H. 
Scherer in the Board Room of the Cen- 
tral Office, Chicago, February 8. The 
new rules, adopted at the previous meet- 
ing of the Board, are designed to expe- 
dite the work of the Board. Committee 
reports, for example, formerly presented 
to the full Board, are now heard by one 
of several Board committees, which then 
makes a condensed report and recom- 
mendations to the entire Board. After 
routine business on the first day, the 
Board adjourned to give its committees 
an opportunity to hear reports. 

Those present at the various sessions 
of the Board were: Walter H. Scherer, 
President; Sterling V. Mead, President- 
Elect; W. I. McNeil, Second Vice Presi- 
dent; E. M. Clifford, Third Vice Presi- 
dent; Harry B. Pinney, General Secre- 
tary; R. H. Volland, Treasurer; LeRoy 
M. Ennis, Edward J. Jennings, Clyde E. 
Minges, Harold W. Oppice, C. J. Wright, 
Henry Hicks, Carlos H. Schott, Howard 
E. Summers, H. B. Washburn, Harvey 
J. Burkhart, D. W. McLean, Fred J. 
Wolfe, Russell A. Sand, Trustees; John 


J. Hollister, Business Manager; Harold 
Hillenbrand, Editor. 

Official Repr tati The Council 
on Dental Health was authorized by the 
Board to draw up a plan for designating 
official representatives of the American 
Dental Association when such representa 
tion is requested by governmental and 
other agencies. The plan will be pre 
sented to the next meeting of the House 
of Delegates for action. : 

Museum Committee——The Board voted 
funds for the establishment of a fellow 
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ship in dental and oral pathology at the 
American Registry of Pathology, Army 
Medical Museum. 

Annual Award.—The Annual Award of 
the American Dental Association was 
awarded posthumously to Dr. W. T. G. 
Morton on the recommendation of the 
Patent Committee. The award was made 
in anticipation of the anniversary cele- 
bration which will be held in Boston this 
year. The plaque will be hung in the 
Massachusetts General Hospital where 
Morton first administered ether for a 
major operation. The Board also voted 
$3,000 to aid in defraying the expenses 
of this celebration. 


Publications.—The editor of Tur Jour- 
NAL was authorized by the Board to pre- 
pare a program under which the editors 
and business managers of dental journals 
could form a special group in the Ameri- 
can Dental Association for the purpose 
of improving dental journalism. 

Pension Plan.—]t was reported that a 
pension plan for employees of the Ameri- 
can Dental Association will be submitted 
to the House of Delegates at its next 
meeting. 

General Counsel.—A special committee 
of the Board, charged with studying the 
employment of attorneys for the Asso- 
ciation, made the following report: 

1. The scope of Association activities has 
reached the point where the need for a full- 
time legal counselor is indicated. 

2. The Committee on Legislation has util- 
ized the services of an attorney as secretary on 
a full-time basis for some time. 

3. It is believed that the general legal 
advice needed by the Association should be 
supplied by a legal counselor employed on a 
full-time basis who could also serve the Com- 
mittee on Legislation as its secretary. 

4. Any specialized legal advice needed from 
time to time should be obtained from attorneys 
practicing in the specialized field indicated 
and as might be determined by the general 
legal counsel of the Association after consulta- 
tion with and approval of the President and 
the General Secretary. 

5. Any controversial issues that involve an 


interpretation of the meaning of any portion 
of the Association’s constitutional and admin- 
istrative bylaws should be decided only by 
attorneys who specialize in the field of consti- 
tutional law and under no _ circumstances 
should the general legal counsel of the ‘Asso- 
ciation be considered in this category. 

In accordance with this recommenda- 
tion, the Board voted to employ George 
H. Fox, present secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Legislation, as General Counsel 
of the American Dental Association. 

Prosthetic Dental Service Committee.— 
The Board voted this committee an ap- 
propriation of $3,800 to continue its 
work. 

Public Relations.—The Board voted an 
appropriation of $15,000 to the Public 
Relations Bureau in order to intensify 
public relations activities in connection 
with problems that will soon reach the 
stage of legislation. 

Constitutional Revision. The Board 
voted funds to employ necessary assist- 


‘ance in a general revision of the Con- 


stitutional and Administrative Bylaws. 
The special committee of the Board, 
appointed for this purpose, will .report 
to the Board thirty days prior to the next 
annual meeting. 

General Secretary.—The Board voted 
that the President be authorized to ap- 
point a committee of four Board mem- 
bers to bring to the Board of Trustees 
at its next meeting the names of qualified 
candidates for the office of General Sec- 
retary. 

Elections.—Because no annual meeting 
was held last year, the Board considered 
the problem of members of the Board of 
Trustees and of various committees 
whose terms expired during 1945. The 
Board then voted that elections at the 
next meeting of the House of Delegates 
would be for two years, instead of three, 
for all whose terms expired in 1945. 

Annual Meeting.—At a special session 
on February 11, there was extended dis- 
cussion of the time and place of the next 
annual meeting. It was voted that a 
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meeting of the House of Delegates and 
all of its committees be held in Miami, 
Fla., between October 1 and November 1. 
It was also voted that the President- 
Elect, the General Secretary, the Business 
Manager and three members of the 


_ Board be appointed by the President to 


plan for a full scientific meeting of the 
Association in 1947. 


A.D.A. to Appear at Hearings 
on Wagner-Murray-Dingell Bill 


Information from Washington indi- 
cates that hearings on the Wagner- 
Murray-Dingell bill will start before the 
Senate Committee on Education and 
Labor April 2. It is likely that the 
hearings will extend over a period of 
several weeks. 

The Committee on Legislation of the 
American Dental Association, through 
its chairman, Carl O. Flagstad, has re- 
quested an opportunity to appear at the 
hearings to present the viewpoint of the 
Association. 


Committee on Economics Stresses Need 
for Data on Dental Manpower 


The Committee on Economics of the 
American Dental Association in a recent 
report stresses the need for intensive 
planning to secure accurate and current 
data on dental manpower. As a specific 
example, it points to the need for infor- 
mation concerning the distribution of 
dental personnel to aid returning dental 
officers in locating. 

The Committee on Economics reports 
that it has found the most valuable tool 
for such a program of personnel analysis 
to be the published registration list of 
dentists licensed in each state. State 
dental societies, boards of dental exami- 
ners and state health departments are 
urged to consider the organization of 
future lists by counties and cities, towris 
or postoffices within counties. This would 
simplify the task of compiling studies 


of such a nature and would aid in the 
preparation of the national directory cf 
dentists. 

To make possible accurate long-range 
planning on the demands and needs for 
dental care, it is also suggested that den- 
tal organizations obtain basic facts on 
dental resources of their particular state 
in the course of the regular re-registra- 
tion procedure. 

The Committee suggests that the fol- 
lowing outline of basic data be included 
in the renewal forms: date of birth; sex; 
race; year of graduation from dental 
school, and name of school; status in 
practice: (a) whether in full-time or 
part-time private practice, and location; 
(b) whether engaged full-time or part- 
time in other activities in the dental field 
(teaching in dental school, clinic work, 
industrial dentistry or other activities) ; 
(c) whether retired or engaged in ac- 
tivities outside the dental field; (d) 
whether in general practice, partly spe- 
cialized, or engaged full-time in a spe- 
cialty, and name of specialty. 


DENTAL EDUCATION 


Federal Agency Again Refuses 
to Defer Predental Students 


The Office of War Mobilization and 
Reconversion has again refused to defer 
predental students, according to a letter 
sent January 29 to the chairman of the 
Procurement and Assignment Service. 
Excerpts from the letter follow: 

After full consideration of the facts which 
you presented and of the current and prospec- 
tive manpower situation, we have decided that 
we cannot ask that special deferment consid- 
eration be extended to this group at this time. 

The decision is based upon the following 
considerations: 

1. The Army is now in urgent need of 
replacements for men who have served for 
long periods. The bulk of all replacements 
must come from the 18-year-old group. In 
the face of this need, we do not feel that any 
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_ group of men becoming 18 years of age can 


be deferred at this particular time. 

2. We anticipate that the number of veter- 
ans entering various classes of premedical and 
predental school during the coming year and 
the following years will be far in excess of the 
numbers that would be expected if enrollments 
in the fall term of 1945 were extended as a 
basis for estimates. Your estimates of premedi- 
cal and predental students who will be ready 
to enter medical or dental school during and 
after 1948 therefore appear low. 

3. While there may be fewer physicians and 
dentists than the nation actually needs during 
the coming years, this is also true of a number 
of other professional fields equally essential to 
the national welfare. We have, for example, 
recently declined to urge special deferment 
consideration for students in scientific and 
engineering fields who have completed less 
than three years of work. Our policy is to 
urge special deferment consideration only for 
advanced students. Premedical and predental 
students do not fall within this category. 

4. In view of the long average periods of 
active work in professional fields, and the 
possibility of expansion in medical education, 
we do not feel that failure to maintain pre- 
medical and predental training at capacity for 
a short period will significantly reduce the 
number of doctors and dentists available in 
the coming years. 

We shall continue to balance the manpower 
needs of the armed forces against requirements 
for the civilian economy. If extension of defer- 
ments appears possible in the future, the status 
of premedical and predental students will be 
reviewed again. 


Senator Langer Proposes Appropriation 
for Advanced Education 


Senator William Langer of North Da- 
kota has introduced a bill into Congress 
proposing an appropriation of $3,000,- 
000,000 to enable the Commissioner of 
Education to make loans to persons de- 
siring professional, technical, academic 
or vocational education beyond the high 
school level. According to Bill S. 1782, 
the Commissioner of Education would 
be authorized to promulgate such rules 


and regulations as may be necessary to 
carry out the provisions of the legislation. 


University of Pennsylvania Offers 
Four Postgraduate Dental Courses 


Four postgraduate dental courses are 
being offered by the dental school of the 
University of Pennsylvania, which is end- 
ing its accelerated undergraduate pro- 
gram at the close of the current academic 
session. The following courses are being 
offered: 

Periodontia, March 18-23, Lester W. 
Burket, director; Mouth Reconstruction, 
April 1-13, Carlisle C. Bastian, director; 
Endodontia, May 6, Louis I. Grossman, 
director; Full Denture Construction, 
May 7, V. R. Trapozzano, director. 


ARMY DENTAL CORPS 


Army Dental Officers Who Died or 
Were Killed During World War II 


The following list of Army dental offi- 
cers who died or were killed during 
World War II is an addition to the list 
published in the January 1 issue of THE 
JourNnat. It is as nearly complete as the 
present state of official and unofficial 
records permits. Information concern- 
ing other deaths will be appreciated. 

DeLong, Cyrus W., Jr., Capt., Live Oak, 
Fla.; Atlanta-Southern Dental College; killed 
in action on December 15, 1944. 

Durant, Alfred, Lieut., Utica, N. Y.; School 
of Dentistry, University of Buffalo; died in a 
Utica hospital on December 29, 1945; aged 39. 

Genung, Russell W., Capt., Atlanta, Ga. ; 
Atlanta-Southern Dental College; died while 
a prisoner of war in Japan February 12, 
1945. 

Hinkley, Donald M., Capt., Rochester, 
Mich.; School of Dentistry, University of 
Michigan; died in Percy Jones Hospital, Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich., on December 10, 1945; 
aged 37. 

Krajewski, Thaddeus, Capt., Middletown, 
Conn.; killed in action July 27, 1944, in the 
European area. 
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Luthi, Adolph, Jr., Capt., San Francisco, 
Calif.; killed in action in Germany on January 
10, 1945; aged 40. 

McKee, James B.; Atlanta-Southern Dental 
College; died on September 1, 1941, while in 
training at Fort Meade, Md. 

Ney, Raymond D., Lieut.; Atlanta-Southern 
Dental College; died on October 4, 1941, 
while in training at Fort Benning, Ga. 

Ohlen, Virgil, Capt., Pipestone, Minn.; 
School of Dentistry, University of Minnesota, 
1940; died in a University of Minnesota hos- 
pital on November 26, 1945; aged 29. 

Owen, Victor, Maj., Elwood, Ind.; died 
December 19, 1945, in Wadsworth, Kan.; 
aged 43. 

Wilson, Garland N., Lieut., Canadian Army 
Dental Corps; died in Vancouver, British Co- 
lumbia; aged 48. 


Lt. Col. Bodine, Former Jap Prisoner, 
Sends List of Freed Dental Officers 


In a recent letter to the American 
Dental Association, Lt. Col. Roy L. Bo- 
dine of the Army Dental Corps writes 
that he was one of the forty dental offi- 
cers who were captured by the Japanese 
on December 7, 1941, while on duty in 
the Philippines. 

Of the forty officers, one was killed 
in Bataan, while Lieutenant Colonel Bo- 
dine and thirty-eight others became 
Japanese prisoners of war. Sixteen of 
them died or were killed in Japan. 

The twenty-three who survived three 
years and five months of Japanese im- 
prisonment and were liberated are: 

Lieut. William E. Blueher; Lt. Col. 
Roy L. Bodine; Capt. Albert N. Brown; 
Capt. Curtis T. Burson; Capt. Claude P. 
Danials; Capt. William Dineen; Capt. 
John Farley; Col. Albert Fields; Lieut. 
Malin M. Fraliegh; Capt. Garnet P. 
Francis; Capt. Harold W. Friedman; 
Capt. Alvah L. Hamilton; Maj. Arthur 
L. Irons; Capt. James T. McKissick; 
Capt. William L. Metcalf; Lieut. Alex 
M. Mohnac; Capt. Fred G. Nasr; Maj. 
George T. Perkins; Maj. John Rago; 
Capt. Denton J. Rees; Maj. Frederick 


H. Richardson; Maj. Robert W. Schott; . 


Lieut. Helmer C. Souderman. 

Lieutenant Colonel Bodine writes that, 
of seventeen dental officers who sailed 
from Manila in a Japanese prisoner-of- 
war ship on December 13, 1944, twelve 
died of exposure, starvation, thirst, diar- 
rhea or American bombs. 

Among 1,619 men aboard three Japa- 
nese prisoner-of-war ships, 600 were 
killed by American bombs and 500 died 
of exposure, starvation or diarrhea. Two 
hundred more died during their first 
month in Japan from the effects of the 
trip, leaving approximately 300 men 
alive out of 1,619. 

Lieutenant Colonel Bodine writes, “The 
survival of five dental officers out of 
seventeen is better than average.” 


Surgeon General Proposes Plan 
for Postwar Army Dental Corps 


A postwar plan for the Army Medical 
Department has been prepared by the 
Surgeon General, Maj. Gen. Norman T. 
Kirk, and will soon be submitted to the 
War Department for approval. The Sur- 
geon General, according to a recent 
statement,’ “is deeply interested in at- 
tracting to the postwar Army individuals 
qualified to provide the best in medical 
care. To attract the desired personnel, 
residency and fellowship training, more 
rapid promotions, increased pay and 
other advantages have been proposed.” 

In the proposed plan, the Surgeon 
General includes in the Medical Depart- 
ment the Medical Corps, Dental Corps, 
Veterinary Corps, a new Medical Serv- 
ice Corps, Army Nurse Corps, a new 
Women’s Medical Specialists Corps, 
warrant officers, enlisted personnel and 
contract surgeons. The Dental, Medical 
and Veterinary Corps “shall be com- 
ponents of the Medical Department and 
shall consist of Medical, Dental and 
Veterinary Corps officers in the rank 


1. Army M. Bull. 5:43, January 1, 1946. 
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of first lieutenant to colonel, inclusive.” 
The “chief dental officer (will be) a 
major general.” 

Under the proposal, the authorized 
strength of the Dental Corps would be 
two per thousand. In the event of uni- 
versal military training, one additional 
dentist per thousand may be authorized. 


Army Dental Officers 
Recalled to Active Duty © 


The following two Army dental officers 
previously listed as discharged have been 
recalled to active duty, according to a 
recent release from the War Depart- 
ment: Maj. Walter R. Dixon, Custer 
City, Pa.; Lt. Col. Earle W. Nelson, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Maj. Alonzo L. Seidler, of Towson, 
Md., was erroneously reported as dis- 
charged in the February 1 issue of THE 
Journat. 


Army Studies Plan to Speed 
Promotions on Merit Basis 


A proposal to discard the Regular 
Army’s traditional system of promoting 
officers on the basis of the number of 
years spent in service and to set up a 
system generally based on promotions by 
merit is now being studied by high War 
Department officials. The proposal has 
already encountered opposition from 
some Regular Army officers who prefer 
adherence to the traditional rule of pro- 
motion by length of service and seniority. 

At present, Regular Army officers are 
promoted from first lieutenant to cap- 
tain after ten years total service, to 
major after seventeen years total service 
and to lieutenant colonel after twenty- 
three years total service. The number of 
colonels is fixed by law, and promotions 
in this grade are strictly on the basis of 
seniority. When a vacancy exists, the 
lieutenant colonel with the longest serv- 
ice record, provided he qualifies physi- 
cally, gets the job. 


New System.— Under the new system, 
there would be an extremely radical cut 
in the length of time required for an 
officer’s promotion through the grades 
of first lieutenant and captain. From cap- 
tain on, an involuntary retirement system 
would be in effect as a means of eliminat- 
ing unpromising material, and promo- 
tions from captain on would be on the 
basis of merit. A selection board would 
be set up to pass on the merit promo- 
tions, and the efficiency report of the 
candidate would be considered. 

The proposed system, therefore, would 
make it impossible for an officer to rise 
above the grade of captain merely because 
he had been in the Army a considerable 
time. It would be possible under the new 
system, in very favorable circumstances, 
for an officer to become a brigadier gen- 
eral in as little as five years. 

Advocates of the liberalized system 
contend that substitution of the merit 
system for the automatic promotion list 
would more nearly approximate the situ- 
ation that exists in the outside world 
and would prove more attractive to the 
men whom the Army hopes to attract 
from civilian ranks. 


Dentists with 60 Points to Be Released 
or En Route Home by March 1 


According to Maj. Gen. Norman T. 
Kirk, Surgeon General of the Army, 
every. dentist and physician with 60 
points, except specialists, will be out of 
service or will be on his way home from 
overseas by March 1. Under the new 
demobilization plan, 7,000 more dentists 
and physicians will be released during 
the next five months. 

As a result of the effort to return den- 
tists and physicians to their communi- 
ties, Secretary of War Robert P. Patter- 
son said that approximately 25,000 have 
been separated from the service since V-E 
Day and another 5,000 are en route home 
or in the process of separation. 
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SELECTIVE SERVICE 


Selective Service Awards Medal 
and Citation to Four Dentists 


Four dentists who rendered merito- 
rious service to the Selective Service Sys- 
tem in matters pertaining to dentistry 
during the war were awarded the newly- 
created Selective Service Medal and 
Certificate at the meeting of the War 
Service and Postwar Planning Committee 
of the American Dental Association, Chi- 
cago, February 9. The awards, which 
were conferred by Col. Louis H. Ren- 
frow, National Selective Service Head- 
quarters, were made to: C. Willard 
Camalier, chairman of the War Service 
and Postwar Planning Committee; C. 
Raymond Wells, former dental director 
of the Selective Service System; J. Ben 
Robinson, member of the Council on 
Dental Education and Past-President of 
the American Dental Association; and 
William N. Hodgkin, member of the 
Council on Dental Education. 

It is understood that the medal, which 
has been authorized by an act of Con- 
gress, will be conferred on those persons 
who served in uncompensated assign- 
ments in the Selective Service System for 
two or more years. 


- Awards to Go to Selective 
Service Examining Dentists 


Examining dentists who participated 
in the work of local Selective Service 
boards for two or more years will be 
awarded the Selective Service Medal and 
Certificate as soon as they are available. 
Maj. Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, Director of 
the National Selective Service System, 
in a letter recently made public, stated: 

Public Law 112, 79th Congress, approved 
July 2, 1945, provides that the Selective Serv- 
ice Medal and Certificate may be awarded to 
members of local boards, members of appeal 
boards, government appeal agents, local board 
examining dentists and physicians, members 


of medical advisory boards and reemployment 
committeemen who have completed more than 
two years of loyal and faithful service and to 
such others as may be selected by the director 
of Selective Service. 

Under the procedure for the award of the 
medal, local board members, appeal board 
members and government appeal agents must 
be recommended by the state director of 
Selective Service. Other persons eligible for 
the award, including local board examining 
physicians, must be recommended by the ap- 
propriate local board and the state director. 

Owing to production difficulties, it has not 
been possible to obtain sufficient medals, pres- 
entation boxes and certificates of merit to 
make the award to all eligible persons at the 
same time. For that reason the first awards 
are being made to local board members, appeal 
board members and government appeal agents. 

In certain of the states the lists of eligible 
persons who are to be recommended by the > 
local boards were not received in sufficient 
time to complete -the printing of names on 
certificates. Approximately 35,000 certificates 
are in the process of printing at the present 
time. As soon as a sufficient supply of medals 
and certificates is received from the contrac- 
tors, the awards will be made to all ‘qualified 
persons. 

The examining dentists and physicians who 
sO patriotically served our local boards will not 
be ignored. It is merely a question of obtain- 
ing the medals and certificates for presenta- 
tion. It is hoped that we will have the medals 
and certificates to make the awards during the 
latter part of February or the first of March. 


MEDICINE 


A.M.A. Proposes National System 
of Prepayment Sickness Insurance 


The American Medical Association 
announced preliminary plans February 
17 for a nationwide system of voluntary 
sickness insurance protection to be op- 
erated on a non-profit basis by local 
medical groups. The association also an- 
nounced the establishment of a Division 
of Prepayment Medical Care Plans with 
a director and staff who will administer 
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the activities related to the promotion 
and development of medical care plans 
in all of the states. A voluntary federa- 
tion, to be known as Associated Medical 
Care Plans, Inc., has also been estab- 
lished. This independent agency will in- 
clude as members all plans that meet 


‘the standard of the Council on Medical 


Service of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

The following conditions must be met 
by any plan before receiving the coun- 
cil’s seal of acceptance: 

1. The plan must have the approval of the 
state or county medical society in the area in 
which it operates. 

2. The medical profession in the area must 
assume responsibility for the medical services 
included in the benefits. 

g. The plan must provide free choice of a 
qualified doctor of medicine and maintain the 
personal, confidential relationship between pa- 
tient and physician. 

4. The plan must be organized and oper- 
ated to provide the greatest possible benefits 
in medical care to the subscribers. 


The Board of Trustees of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association has also re- 
stated its plans for a national health 
program. The ten points of this program 
follow: 

1. The American Medical Association urges 
a minimum standard of nutrition, housing, 
clothing and recreation as fundamental to 
good health and as an objective to be achieved 
in any suitable health program. The responsi- 
bility for attainment of this standard should 
be placed as far as possible on the individual, 
but the application of community effort, com- 
patible with the maintenance of free enter- 
prise, should be encouraged with governmental 
aid where needed. 

2. The provision of preventive medical 
Services through professionally competent 
health departments with sufficient staff and 
equipment to meet community needs is recog- 
nized as essential in a health program. The 
principle of federal aid through provision of 
funds or personnel is recognized with the un- 
derstanding that local areas shall control their 
own agencies as has been established in the 
field of education. Health departments should 


not assume the care of the sick as a function, 
since administration of medical care under 
such auspices tends to a deterioration in the 
quality of the service rendered. Medical care 
to those unable to provide for themselves is 
best administered by local and private agencies 
with the aid of public funds when needed. 
This program for national health should in- 
clude the administration of medical care, 
including hospitalization to all those needing 
it but unable to pay, such medical care to be 
provided preferably by a physician of the 
patient’s choice with funds provided by local 
agencies with the assistance of federal funds 
when necessary. 


3. The procedures established by modern 
medicine for advice to the prospective mother 
and for adequate care in childbirth should be 
made available to all at a price that they can 
afford to pay. When local funds are lacking 
for the care of those unable to pay, federal 
aid should be supplied with the funds admin- 
istered through local or state agencies. 


4. The child should have throughout in- 
fancy proper attention, including scientific 
nutrition, immunization against preventable 
disease and other services included in infant 
welfare. Such services are best supplied by 
personal contact between the mother and the 
individual physician but may be provided 
through child care and infant welfare stations 
administered under local auspices with support 
by tax funds whenever the need can be shown. 


5. The provision of health and diagnostic 
centers and hospitals necessary to community 
needs is an essential of good medical carc. 
Such facilities are preferably supplied by local 
agencies, including the community, church and 
trade agencies which. have been responsible 
for the fine development of facilities for medi- 
cal care in most American communities up to 
this time. Where such facilities are unavailable 
and cannot be supplied through local or state 
agencies, the federal government may aid, 
preferably under a plan which requires that 
the need be shown and that the community 
prove its ability to maintain such institutions 
once they are established (Hill-Burton bill). 

6. A program for medical care within the 
American system of individual initiative and 
freedom of enterprise includes the establish- . 
ment of voluntary non-profit prepayment plans 
for the costs of hospitalization (such as the 
Blue Cross plans) and voluntary non-profit 
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prepayment plans for medical care (such as 
those developed by many state and county 
medical societies). The principles of such 
insurance contracts should be acceptable to 
the Council on Medical Service of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association and to the authorita- 
tive bodies of state medical associations. The 
evolution of voluntary prepayment insurance 
against the costs of sickness admits also the 
utilization of private sickness insurance plans 
which comply with state regulatory statutes 
and meet the standards of the Council on 
Medical Service of the American Medical 
Association. 

7. A program for national health should 
include the administration of medical care, 
including hospitalization, to all veterans, such 
medical care to be provided preferably by a 
physician of the veteran’s choice, with payment 
by the Veterans Administration through a 
plan mutually agreed on between the state 
medical association and the Veterans Admin- 
istration. 

8. Research for the advancement of medi- 
cal science is fundamental in* any national 
health program. The inclusion of medical re- 
search in a National Science Foundation, such 


Bill to Reduce Income Taxes for 
Dentists Introduced into Congress 


A bill to give dentists, physicians and 
surgeons an additional deduction on their 
income taxes for time devoted to charity, 
free clinic work and public research work 
was introduced into Congress January 30, 
1946, by Representative Clare Boothe 
Luce, of Connecticut. 


The bill provides that at the end of 
each year the dentist compute the total 
amount of time devoted during the year 
to charity, free clinic work and public 
research work, according to methods 
to be determined by the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue. The dentist would 
determine what percentage of his entire 
time for the year was spent in such work 
and would then be entitled to an income 
tax deduction equal to that percentage. 


A recent letter from Representative 


LEGISLATION 


as proposed in pending federal legislation, is 
endorsed. 

g. The services rendered by volunteer phil- 
anthropic health agencies such as the American 
Cancer Society, the National Tuberculosis 
Association, the National Foundation for In- 
fantile Paralysis, Inc., and by philanthropic 
agencies such as the Commonwealth Fund 
and the Rockefeller Foundation and similar 
bodies have been of vast benefit to the Ameri- 
can people and are a natural outgrowth of the 
system of free enterprise and democracy that 
prevail in the United States. Their participa- 
tion in a national health program should be 
encouraged, and the growth of such agencies 
when properly administered should be com- 


* mended. 


10. Fundamental to the promotion of the 
public health and alleviation of illness are 
widespread education in the field of health 
and the widest possible dissemination of infor- 
mation regarding the prevention of disease 
and its treatment by authoritative agencies. 
Health education should be considered a nec- 
essary function of all departments of public 
health, medical associations and school au- 
thorities. 


Luce concerning the bill reads in part: 
The rising cost of living has affected the 
dentists, physicians, and surgeons perhaps 
more adversely than any other key group in 
American life. . . . It is my thought that the 
economic burden upon the members of these 
professions might be appreciably eased if ap- 
propriate recognition were made of the tre- 
mendous volume of non-remunerative work 
carried on by the physicians, surgeons and 
dentists of the United States—such recogni- 
tion to be made, in a very practical way, by 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue. 
The bill does not indicate whether the 
dentist’s income tax would be reduced by 
the amount of the percentage or whether 
the dentist’s net income would be re- 
duced by the percentage. Since income 
tax rates are graduated on an increasing 
scale according to the amount of the 
income, this point will make considerable 
difference in some cases and will require 
additional regulations. 
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Denture Packages No Longer 
Required to Carry Printed Label 


According to a recent announcement 
of the Post-Office Department, the 
printed label reading, “Mailing not pro- 
hibited by Section 607/%2, P. L. & R., 
1940,” will no longer be required on 
packages containing dentures. 

The Post-Office Department decided 
to abolish the label, since the acceptance 
for mailing of packages bearing this label, 
but containing illegal dentures, created 
the impression that the department ap- 
proved of such action. 

The federal mail-order denture law 
has not been changed in any way, and 
it is believed that the revision of this 
regulation will in no way interfere with 
enforcement of the law. 

Dentists are requested to report any 
evidence of future violations of this law. 


PUBLIC HEALTH DENTISTRY 


Evanston Approves Program for 
Study of Public Health Dentistry 


A program for the study of public 
health dentistry, to be conducted jointly 
by the Evanston Health Department, the 
Walter G. Zoller Memorial Dental Clinic 
and the Department of Public Health 
Dentistry of the Illinois State Health 
Department, was approved recently by 
the Evanston City Council. 


The resolution provides authority to 
the Evanston Health Department to add 
fluorine to the drinking water and to 
study its effect upon the incidence of 
dental caries. 

The study in Evanston is based largely 
on the 1939 epidemiologic studies of the 
U. S. Public Health Service of school 
children of Evanston, Oak Park and 
Waukegan communities, which use flu- 
orine-free Lake Michigan water, and 
Aurora, Elmhurst, Joliet and Maywood, 
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which obtain their water from deep wells 
containing approximately one part per 
million of fluorine. Their findings indi- 
cate that those using fluorine-free water 
experienced about 2.6 times more dental 
decay than those drinking water contain- 
ing fluorine. 

In order to determine the present in- 
cidence of tooth decay in Evanston, all 
school children in the age range of 6-8 
and 12-14 years, inclusive, will be exam- 
ined before fluorine in the concentration 
of one part per million is added to the 
drinking water. Reexaminations will be 
made at one-year or two-year intervals 
and the results compared as the study 
progresses. The study will be continued 
until at least one group of children who 
have been exposed to fluorine throughout 
their entire life—prenatal and postnatal 
—have reached the age of 14. 


Each examination is to be made with 
care in order that as many as possible 
of the very early carious lesions of the 
proximal surfaces may be found and 
recorded. An x-ray examination is to be 
made at the time of the clinical examina- 
tion. This is for the purpose of discerning 
those carious processes which are too 
small to be recognized by clinical 
methods. 

Chemical analyses of the food available 
in Evanston markets will be made from 
time to time in order to determine the 
fluorine content. Very frequent chemical 
analyses for the determination of the 
fluorine content of the water obtained 
in all parts of the city will be made. 
Samples of deciduous teeth which are 
shed and permanent teeth which must 
be extracted will be used to determine 
the amount of fluorine deposited in the 
dental tissues. 

The study as well as the methods em- 
ployed has been approved by the appro- 
priate committees of the North Suburban 
Branch of the Chicago Dental Society 
and the North Suburban Branch of the 
Chicago Medical Society. 
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CURRENT NEWS 


New York Commission Splits 
on State Medical Care Report 


The Temporary State Commission on 
Medical Care of New York was hope- 
lessly split February 15 as it submitted a 
majority report signed by only nine of 
the nineteen members, stating that it was 
not prepared to recommend any plan 
financed on a compulsory basis. The 
Commission had been charged by Gov. 
Thomas L. Dewey to devise a medi- 
cal care program available to all classes 
of people. Four minority reports were 
filed and one more is still expected. Of 
these reports, only two, one signed by five 
members and the other by two, urged 
immediate action on health insurance. 

Declaring that it would cost at least 
“$400,000,000 a year” to provide over-all 
medical care and hospitalization, the ma- 
jority report stated: 

The commission is of the opinion that this 
sum represents too great an expenditure to be 
imposed on the people of the state, either 
directly or indirectly through governmental 
authority, until there has been more experi- 
ence in the field of medical and hospital insur- 
ance. 

The majority report also stated that 
the commission had sought to discover 
a plan less comprehensive in scope which 
“might be used to test out the practica- 
bility of a compulsory prepayment plan 
of medical care,” but had been unsuc- 
cessful : 

The commission has studied the question for 
some fifteen months and has come to the 
conclusion that to make an experiment in a 
field heretofore non-governmental, and an 
experiment at such great cost and affecting 
13,000,000 people, is something which de- 
serves further study before definite action is 
taken. 

The report concluded with the recom- 
mendation that consideration be given to 
extending public health and welfare serv- 
ices, state aid for hospital construction, 


development of diagnostic aid facilities 
and state support for specific medical 
research projects. 


Dental Society of State of New 
York Opposes Antivivisecton Bill 


The Dental Society of the State of 
New York is unqualifiedly opposed to 
an antivivisection bill which is now 
pending in the state legislature. Waldo 
H. Mork, president of the society, an- 
nounced this opposition in letters sent 
to 8,400 society members as well as to 
all senators and assemblymen. 


“The Dental Society of the State of 
New York,” Dr. Mork said, “objects to 
the DiCostanzo-Davidson bill . (from 
which Mr. Davidson has withdrawn his 
support) and to any similar inhuman 
legislation, with every power at its com- 
mand. 

“To professional men, the passage in 
the senate of similar legislation last year 
was incomprehensible. This year, they 
are aroused and are resolved that in the 
great Empire State, scientific research 
for the benefit of human beings shall 
not be impeded by stupid and misguided 


sentimentality.” 


State Societies Receive Pamphlets 
Sent by Council on Dental Health 


The Ceuncil on Dental Health of the 
American Dental Association recently 
distributed to twenty-six state dental so- 
cieties the following four pamphlets: 
“A Dental Health Program for’ the 
United States,” “Dental Health for 
the American People,” “A Dental Care 
Plan for the Low Income Group” and 
“Councils on Dental Health.” 

Copies were distributed to state socie- 
ties which agreed to mail the pamphlets 
to their members. As a result, twenty- 
six states requested 31,000 copies. 
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State Health Department and Ohio 
University Offer Caries Tests 


In an endeavor to further Ohio’s pub- 
lic health service in the field of den- 
tistry, a cooperative arrangement has 
been effected between the Dental Caries 
Laboratory of the College of Dentistry, 
Ohio State University, and the Division 
of Dental Hygiene of the State Depart- 
ment of Health. 

On the basis of this arrangement, the 
bacteriologic determinations of the acid- 
forming organisms in the saliva and the 
advice on diet for the reduction of dental 
caries will be furnished without charge 
to any dentist registered and practicing 
in Ohio. In offering such service, the 
State Department of Health is perform- 
ing a service similar to that offered in 
Michigan, Missouri and Iowa. 

The treatment is carried on through 
the dentist in charge of the case and not 
directly with the patient. 


Col. C. R. Wood Named Honorary 
President of Mexican Meeting 


Col. Claude R. Wood, Scott Field, 
Belleville, Ill., was named honorary 
president of the Fifth Medico-Dental 


‘Convention which was held in Mexico 


City, February 18-23. Colonel Wood was 
given this honor by the Organizing. Com- 
mittee of the Convention in recognition 
of his contributions to the success of the 
first Inter-American Orthodontic Con- 
gress, which was held in New Orleans. 


Los Angeles County Dental 
Society Celebrates Jubilee 


The fiftieth anniversary of the Los 
Angeles County Dental Society was cele- 
brated recently with more than 1,590 in 
attendance at the two-day meeting. The 
meeting was dedicated to H. Evangeline 


Jordon, pioneer in dentistry for children. preparation for their profession. 


Dentists to Participate in 
Industrial Health Conference 


The American Association of Indus- 
trial Dentists will participate in the 
Industrial Health Conference which is to 
be held at the Hotel Sherman, Chicago, 
April 8-13. Other participating organi- 
zations are: the American Association of 
Industrial Physicians and Surgeons, the 
National Conference of Governmental 
Industrial Hygienists, the American In- 
dustrial Hygiene Association and. the 
American Association of Industrial 
Nurses. Members of the American Den- 
tal Association will be welcome at all 
sessions. 


Workmen’s Compensation Bill Proposes 
Injured Employees Select Own Dentists 


A bill, introduced into the New York 
State legislature on January 29, 1946, as 
an amendment to the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Law, proposes that an injured 
employee requiring dental care may se- 
lect any dentist to treat him who is au- 
thorized under rules and regulations 
adopted on the recommendation of the 
New York State Board of Dental 


Examiners. 


According to the bill, the reasonable- 
ness and necessity for such dental care 
and treatment would be determined by 
the Industrial Board. 


Detroit Women’s Auxiliary to 
Establish Student Loan Fund 


A loan fund for dental students will 
be established by the Women’s Auxiliary 
of the Detroit District Dental Society. 
according to Mrs. C. W. Harling, presi- 
dent. Proceeds from a grand ball held 
recently in Detroit will be used to initiate 
the fund. The preference in loans this 
year, Mrs. Harling said, will be given to 
war veterans who need financial aid in 
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American Red Cross Campaign 
to Continue Throughout March 


The American Red Cross will continue 


“its campaign throughout the month of 


March in an effort to reach its goal of 
$100,000,000, it was announced by C. Del 
Pendergrast, chairman of the House 
Organs Committee. 

Red Cross services are needed by veter- 
ans and their families as well as by occu- 
pation forces and hospitalized service- 
men. 


Irving Glickman Wins Lord 
and Chaim Essay Prize for 1945 


, Irving Glickman has been named as 
the winner of the annual Lord and 
Chaim Prize for 1945 for his essay on 
“The Periodontal Structures in Experi- 
mental Diabetes.” No award of the sepa- 
rate Lord Prize was made for 1945. 


Six Dentists Attend Fiftieth 
Class Reunion in Detroit 


Six out of eight living members of 
the class of 1895 of the Dental Depart- 
ment, Detroit College of Medicine, met 
recently to celebrate the fiftieth anni- 
versary of their graduation. The eight 
are survivors of an original class of 
seventeen. Those in attendance were: 
L. C. Moore, Lewis P. Wigle, Fred W. 
Young, Alex D. Buchanan, J. F. Mac- 
Kenzie, Charles P. Wood and J. E. 
Roche. E. McDonald and Mark Gardner 
were unable to’be present. 


Alvie R. Livermore Elected 
Head of State School Directors 


Alvie R. Livermore, Smethport, Pa., 
was elected president of the Pennsyl- 
vania State School Directors’ Association 
at a meeting held in Harrisburg on 
February 7. 
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Toledo Dental Society Distributes 
Layman’s Pamphlet on Dental Caries 


The Council on Dental Health of the 
Toledo Dental Society recently prepared 
and distributed a pamphlet on the con- 
trol of dental caries. It is an informative 
guide to the layman for keeping teeth 
in good condition. 

Some of the subjects discussed are: 
“What Is Tooth Decay?”, “What Is 
Sucrose?”, “Prevention and Control of 
Tooth Decay,” “What Are the Sources 
of Refined Sugars and Starches?” and 
“Frequency of Eating.” 


Three Resident Dentists 
Needed for Work in Labrador 


The International Grenfell Association, 
serving the Labrador and North New- 
foundland coasts, is in immediate need 
of three resident dentists and requests 
all dentists interested to apply to. the 
Staff Selection Committee, International 
Grenfell Association, 56 Fifth Ave., New 
York City. 

The positions offer opportunity for a 
wide range of operative, prosthetic and 
surgical work at a salary of $1,000 a year 
plus full travel and maintenance ex- 
penses. 

Applicants must be unmarried and in 
reasonably good health. 


Canadian Dental Association 
Establishes War Memorial Fund 


The Canadian Dental Association has 
announced the establishment of a war 
memorial fund to honor those members 
of the dental profession who lost their 
lives during the two world wars. A War 
Memorial Scholarship Fund will be set 
up and the income derived will be used 
to establish scholarships which are to be 
available to students in attendance at 
Canadian dental schools. A committee 
has been appointed to secure subscrip- 
tions to the fund. 
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